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ca ~ - ~  STACKS QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON SOIL AND WA~~oNSiRVATIO TRICTS 
By Harold H. Gilman) Extension So~aCon~~ati ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
\fuat is a soil and 1vater conservation dis~~ 0 
'-9)-- ~ 
A. It is a legal subdivision of state government~ganized by petition 
and referendum vote of the local landmmers as ~uthorized by the 
Soil and Water Conservation District Act. 
2. Q. What are the purposes of a soil and water conservation district? 
A. (l) To manage and conserve the land and its resources in a systematic) 
effective and economic manner . 
(2) To enable individual farm and ranch operators 1vorking cooperatively 
to execute conservation measures in the district . 
(3) To provide a means ~?hereby individual farm and ranch operators 
may obtain from local) state and federal agencies the assistance 
necessary for establishing proper soil and ·Hater conservation 
measures . 
3· Q. Hho runs or governs the district? 
A. Five locally elected supervisors ~?ho are farm operators or landowners 
in the district. 
4 . Q. l·ihy is it desirable to have lccal farrrers run the district? 
A. Supervisors who are also residents of the district provide local 
control of the soil and ~>Tater conservation program being applied to 
their own and their neighbors ' farms. 
5. Q. vlhat are some of the responsibilities of local soil and \·Tater conservation 
district supervisors? 
A. (l) To outline) promote and maintain a technically sound soil and 
\·Tater conservation program in the district . 
(2) To determine priorities of work I·Tithin the district . 
(3) To approve each conservation farm and ranch plan as developed 
by the soil conservationist assigned t o that district; also) to 
approve each Great Plains conservation plan that is developed 
under that program. 
(4) To carry on an active educational and informational program. 
( 5) To coordinate the facilities and services of all soil and \·Tater 
conservation agencies ~Vorking mthin the district . 
(6 ) To ~>mrk out an annual plan of vmrk and activities calendar) and 
to make an annual report to t he U.S . Department of Agriculture . 
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6. Q. Can land in the district be taxed for this work? 
A. The distri ct cannot l evy any taxes 7 make assessments or i ssue bonds 
against any land 1-li thin the district . Ho1-1ever 7 the district i s 
authorized to r eceive contributi ons in money 7 materials and services 
from individuals, gr oups , and county7 stat e and federal governments . 
7. Q. How does the soil and water conser vati on distr i ct f i nance its oper ations? 
A. Since the district cannot levy taxes 7 make assessments or issue bonds 
agai nst any land within the district 7 it has to operate on techni cal 
and other ass i stance provided by the county7 state or federal govern-
ment or through gr ants or donat i ons and proceeds from equipment rental7 
buil ding rental and sale of trees 7 seed and other special items . 
. 8 . Q . Are all landmmers or operators i n t he di stri ct required to cooperate? 
A. No landmmer or operator is required by law to cooperate with the 
district . Cooperati on is accomplished by voluntary action of the 
l andmmers and/or operators. 
9. Q. Hov can a group of interested farmers or landmmers obtai n informati on 
concerning the organi zati on7 operation and benefits of a soil and water 
conservation district? 
A. I nformation i s available from county agricultural agents, the local 
Wor k Unit Conservati onist, the Area Conservationist of the Soil 
Conservation Service 7 the supervisors of any soil and 1-mter conserva-
tion district7 the State Soil Conservation Committee, or the Extension 
Soil Conservationist of the Agricultural College . 
10. Q. How can an individual farmer in the district get the assistance he desires? 
A. On application to the district supervisors 7 he can obtain technical 
assistance 7 information and surveys to assist in establ ishing and 
developing the c ombination of practices considered best for soil and 
moisture conservation and Hi se land use on his individual farm or 
ranch . The practices may consi st of grassed 1-raten1ays, contour farm-
ing, terracing7 strip cropping7 pasture furrowing and grooving7 
retirement to grass, improved crop r otations, Hater spreading7 
irrigation, drainage 7 gully control and proper construction of farm 
ponds . 
11. Q. Besides technical services 7 what assis t ance have far mers received f r om 
soil and \·rater conservation districts nm-r in operation in Nebraska ? 
A. Many soil and water conservation districts in Nebraska have special 
equipment such as tractors 7 graders 7 bulldozers , t erracers 7 grass 
drills, sub- t illers 7 t readers 7 packers 7 mechanical t ree planters and 
pasture grooving machines for rent at a reas onable cost . Fe\·T farmers 
mm all of the specialized equipment they might 1-1ant to use . Also 7 
tree and shrub planting stock7 native grass seed and steel pipe for 
dams have been purchased by districts for sale to cooperating farmers . 
12 . Q . How much does a soil and 1-rater conservation program cost the individual 
f armer on his farm? 
A. There are no 
the district 
conservation 
he uses . 
charges 
renders 
program. 
for surveys or other techni cal services that 
in helping the farmer plan and establish his 
The farmer pays a rental fee for any equipment 
) 
'· -:-. 
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13 . Q. Are t here any advantages to be derived from having a farm or ranch in a 
district even though the mmer may not be particularly interested i n soil 
conservation at present or may not have any particular conservation pr oblems? 
A. I n any community project) there are intangible advantages that affect 
any and all in the community . There is at least one very real benefi t 
felt by everyone in a soil and 1vater conservation district: 
The f ree technical assistance provided to farmers who do have conserva-
t i on problems enables them to maintain and) in most cases, increase 
the value of their farms . This naturally helps protect the tax base 
for both the present and the future. 
14. Q. If future legislation should change the present l aw) 1rrll districts or gani zed 
under the present law be affected thereby? 
A. The Attorney General of Nebraska states i n r egard t o t his: 
"Retroactive lavrs may not be enacted where t he effect i s to disturb 
vested rights or i mpair the obligation of a contract ." I n other 
1-rords, a nel-l lmv cannot be made nor the present la1·T changed in such 
a 1-ray tha t i t Hill interfere 1rr th either the privileges or obliga-
t i ons specified in the present lai·T. 
15 . Q. Do the activities of soil and vrater conservation districts conflict Hith 
the Agricultural Conservation Program? 
A. No . The two pr ograms supplement each other. The Agricultural Conser -
vation Program authorizes cost - sharing payments on approved soil and 
water conservation practices . The soil and Hater conservation districts 
furnish planning and t echnical assistance and can provide special 
e~uipment and materials for the establishment of conservation practices 
on individual farms and ranches . 
16. Q. Hovr successful has the soil and 1-rater conservation di strict movement been 
in Nebraska? 
A. The first Nebraska district was organized in Hashington County in 
1938. All the farm and ranch land area in Nebraska \vas 1-Ti thin the 
87 soil and vrater conservation districts by December 1950 . 
17 . Q. What is the Nebraska Soil and Water Conserva tion Committee? 
A. The ebraska Soil and W~ter Conservation Committee is the official 
agency vhich directs the over -all program of soil and lvater conser va-
tion) water shed protection and flood prevention 1-Tithin the state . 
18 . Q. Who is on t he Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Committee? 
A. The committee consists of eleven members : The Dean or Director of 
the Conservation and Survey Division of the University of Nebraskaj 
the Dean of the College of Agriculture) University of Nebraskaj the 
Assoc i ate Direc tor of the State Agricultural Extension Servicej a 
representative of the Department of Hater Res ources j hro members 
appointed by t he Governor) one of whom represents the chambers of 
commerce and one the irrigation inter ests of t he statej one soil and 
vater conservation distric t supervisor or former supervisor to represent 
the state at largej and one soil and \·Tater conservation distri ct super -
vi sor f r om each of t he four Congressional districts of the state . The 
State Committee can re~uest the Governor of Nebraska a~d the Secretary 
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of the U.S. Department of Agriculture each to appoint an advisory 
member. 
19. Q. What ar e the dut ies of the Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Committee? 
A. (1) To coordinate the programs of all agencies in the state interested 
in soil and 1vater conservation. 
(2) To secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States and 
any of its agencies and of the agencies of the state in the work 
of the districts. 
(3) To keep supervisors of the districts informed of the activities 
and experiences of all other districts, to facilitate an inter-
change of advice and experience among them and to suggest 
cooperative action where advisable. 
(4) To coordinate the programs of the soil conservation distric t s so 
far as this can be done by advice and consultation. 
(5) To disseminate t hroughout the state information concerning the 
activities and programs of soil and water conservation districts. 
(6) To encourage the formation of soil and water conservation districts, 
receive watershed applications requesting technical assistance in 
watershed planning, make watershed application approvals and recom-
mend watershed planning priorities to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. 
(7) To conduct elections for supervisors of soil and water conservation 
districts. 
(8) To assist 1vherever possible in the promotion of soil and v1ater 
conservation in the state. 
(9) To represent the State of Nebraska in the field of watershed 
protection and flood prevention. 
20. Q. Do the Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Committee or District Supervisors 
receive a salary? 
A. The Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Committee receive no salary 
for their services. However, they are entitled to receive a per diem 
allowance. Soil and ·Hater conservation district supervisors receive 
no salary f or their services but are allowed travel expenses in carrying 
out their duties. 
21. Q. How does the Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Committee get its funds 
to carry on this program? 
A. Each biennium the Legislature authorizes an appropriation to the 
Committee whereby the Committee can carry out its functions and 
provide direct assistance to soil and \vater conservation districts. 
/ 
- :-.-
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
NEBRASKA 
~_ DT ___ Ts= @ 1>.\w .:s s · --~------------------------:a.. .. , •' lflo. IUilAN t COFRHY I I \ """ : ;.. CH~DAON I ' ~t:YA PARA BOYI> •.UTTE @ '!'"'-. 
I : .. .. r-::.. f *,- .. .. :, OUSH"'"' • d t:-'-- -T-~ 1.. . .' . l * vAu:NTIN( - - I c .. :oAn I I , .... ,.: : BRO~ HOLT. -....__ KNOX ...... l ' 
I 
I :··"@ . .. ...... : I I @ I + f.;oc K I l IH""";••• I niXON "'\ 
", ... . ' @ ® I I @ "' 
I 
@) ~xuurn"- ~ ~.. ... .. .. .... .. .. . .. .. . .. . . ..... ... ; •••sW:OTH ~ \ @) o'""" ~ _ * c•"•:•:l @ \ ~~~=~~~: 
I I I ; 1 @ 1 I • ANTELOP'ii"TI'I>.IICE l --l. @ I cor< \ 
• . .. .... .. .... j @ I , I I I @ ~N.lw··r@ 
/ 
r.;, I I : I I ...... * I @ ,,.,., WACIHOCC ~ ALLIANC( * ~N~ --- ---- ---- - - - - --- NEUGH* - ~- - • @ '-
1
-;;cm"l" jjj'j7''";.\-L ___ _ 7 _ _ _ ..J " 4- T uon K>.II ;--T'rnOMAS nLA INE ,\. OU I' --hAHF'I>.I.n l wlle>: l.>. n ~ ,.;;;, ~1sor< 1sTANTo, CU MtNc; l ~- -"""'l. I : r I I • _ TllUil,;.r;;;;-
I * @ I I I ""+->- _ ® ., I wUHCON~ *CioNo · 1 J. I MOrt HILl. i'o:uuu·.S - 1 MULUN.. J I ~@I l, .. u .. trn\ @ ("i; uuT \ ~~~::,1:" .~ I ..... ,qP,, I, I - --~ - _ _ l ®~"'" - -- - j_- @1 ..~·: I ®- llOON.:~:: ·:·i '@TON I _ .. _ J @ I ~ .-~.:-\:/, • 'N ® ~if" -:"B" +''"R~JSnR A r··"~J ... ~:.ilifTr 0 \..,":"X T ";···llou; •· \~CD ·i7 
L 1- _ __ _ 1 @ * 'CI ~ ~_J-' 1 • rAEMONT \._ ·'vo7-0 ., 
-t L 1,_ ~ I 0"~1 1-.r\.. L0 scHumo ~ ·~.s,11 '1 Kn.t'UA~- c u ... YE~s... * I •ITAPL£toN a~~tOKEN aow NANC E l _..,1--....... ·v/V I ~ OSHkOSH r - - - --- 1.......:. _ _...lp._. FULLlii:TDN _.r l)()'iJO~ 
I 
* l L _J KI . ITII--4- LINCOLN @ * ~~~~~~'"'l nu~:'An"1• • _ ~rTn, ITLJ·n ISAUNU>~._ (J)G1_ 
ICI MBALL I SIDNEY @ - I I I _ .,..z- - / @I ® I EUtHOIIM 
I ll) t •EL Q ~ ST PAUL M E R IU C K / POLK OAVID CIT'V -
.o 1 • 1[51 1 . .. '""' e ..::. L • I * I * I • ~ARI'Y • ( I 0' ~ * I \01 NOIUH PLAnt: I 'i7' C£NTIU.L CITY ~ WAHOO PAI"ILUON 
.L.-- I *CHA""" * I ~ @ y OSCEOU I li!>'_J_ - !9 -1 
- ----L__--r: _  _ ~ 'r--- - ---r.-•, -~ ;;;;:;:--- ~ / YOI<K- ---r;fOw o\ltll ILAN Co\STEI CASS"' y- ) 
* 0 
® 
LE GEND 
WORK UN IT HEADQ UART ERS 
STAT E OFF I CE HE ADQ UARTE RS 
SO I L CONS ERVATI ON DIS TRI CT NU MB ER 
I'EHK I NS Q _, I DAW SON 1ft' I 8UftoAI.O Iii\ I I wt:li"INGIJroilllTEit 
'e:l I I "<!.) I ~ • ' BAW.U.TON .VOIIK SEWARD .. I • 
•••• ,. . .. . . .. . CD<ONOTON , 
1 
............. r . I Q, 
1 1 
hd.® 
f ' ~ * @ •u•oOA \::ll ® UOCOCN ---/ : @ 0 OTO>, \ 1----:- :- -- - - - - . - - - - - ...... ,,. - - - - ----+--~ 2 5 ' I C HASE Yt~s 4 FRONTJf:u ---r:us 1;;:,;;"t,; -.L..: T -!_. - ....1-;u;AMs--;-cLAY I Fll.t,MOH>- I SALINI~ @ I @~ @ I * PR E I .P S K EA RNF:Y I HASTINGS• I 1 k -bYII:Acua * CVIITIS 43 * * CLAY CINTtll GEHlVA L * I @ ELWOOD I @ "''"DIN ~ I * 1 * wiLBER ~ tui'i""'sos ' N"EMAIIA ' IMI'liiiAL I h.;\ * ® '60' ~ * O AG f_. (.;0\ 'e) I HATRICl • I .. - - - - - - _ - - - _ - - -- * 37 AU.UIIIN 
{ Ol s tr Ic t Do unCia r i e s arc co unty 1 i ne s 
c xc ept wne r fJ a tie " rr o w i nd i co. tes 
o tn er wlse . r n t hese cas e s the a ~·­
d I t I on a 1 oo u nda r y Is s h o wn b y a • 
dotted 1 I ne) 
+: r.r 1 L\61 H"'r'G' 1 ® 1 ~ ® ~ 'ell 1 o;al 1 1 TECUMSEH oe~ , 1 ouNoY ,,..r-t l u.:owii:.L"(iW""" T.·uRNAs:;;,."Ho•l o:u~ -+,:;;;u:;i<ur<-+w.:.nsn R NUCKOLLs TRAYF,IA'FFEnsoN ~ ~ I ® _ _l__ _-£..... ' . .. . f.i1\ IP * I ' lw: t IJ' I 'CI ~NFI·:--yili CHAKoSo~ 
1 ® 1mrc:ltcoci< 1 ~ 1~ . .. .... .. . I 1 @ *•"••• 1 H••••• 1 ·""'""" .1 1 l 'i' ' * * I @ ® I .. .. ""WHU~ \!V '"u.s CITT L-'!""···I @_ ':·:1._·::. ___l ... :. :TY~ :: :.1..=:·_1 "";'·"~ L ~L _®_j_- _®_L_-~ _l_ .!-'' 
I. PAP IO 1.3 . WAY N E CO . 25 . OTO E 37 , J OHNSON CO. 49 . POLK CO . 61 . WEBSTER CO. 7 }, CHEYENN E CO . a5. BANN ER CO. 
,2 . PLUM BE AVER 14. HARLAN CO . 26 . LAN CASTER 3B. GAGE CO . 50: WHI TE RI\IER 62 . JEFFERSON CO. 7 4. LINCOL N CO. 86. GRANT - HOOKER 
3. PAWN EE CO. 15 . DEUEL CO. 27 . PAL I SADE j9 , HITCHCOC K CO. !>I . DAWSON CO . 153 . COL FAX 7 5. SHERI DAN CO. 87 . PERK IN S CO . 
4. SHELL CREEK I 6 . BE AVER-SAPPA 28. CH AEO 4 0 . SEWARD CO. 52. GOSPER CO . 64. PI ERCE CO . 76. BLAIN E-THOMAS 
5. CEDAR R t VER 17 . HOWARD CO. .29. NEMAHA 4 I. GARF I ELD- LOUP 53. BUTLER CO . 65. YORK CO . 77 . ,K-~R 
6 . THAYER co. 18 . SUGARLO AF 30 . NAN CE CO. 
-'2. PHELPS CO. 5 4. SARPY 66. KNOX CO. 78. CUN DY CO. 
7. QOUGLAS ' 19. AN TELOPE 31. PI NE RIDGE 4 3. FRONTIER CO. 1;5. HAL L CO . 67 . ADAMS CO. 19. CLAY CO. 
8 . RI CHARDSON CO . 20 . SCOTT S BLUFF 3 2 . THURSTON 44. HOLT 56. SAUNDERS CO . 68. BOX BU TTE CO. 80 . CUM I NG 
9. CASS 21 . FRANKLIN ' CO. 33. CHASE CO. 45. KEARN EY CO. 57 , BOYD CO. 69. KE I TH - AR THUR 8 1. GARDEN CO. 
I 0. MAD I SON CO . 22 . BUFFA LQ-R AVEN~ A 34. VALLI:.Y CO. 46. CEDAR CO . 58. MERRI CK CO. 70. OOOGE CO . 82. LOGAN- Mc PH ERSON 
I I. MORR ILL CO . 2.} . REO WILLOW CO . 35 . NUCKOLL S CO. 4 7 , DI XON CO. 59. SALINE CO, . 71. DAKOTA CO . B3. CHERRY CO. 
12. STANTO N 24 . CUSTER CO. 36 . SHERM AN CO . 48 . BURT 60. Fl LLMORE' CO. 72. HAMI LTON CO . 84 . K I MBALL CO . 
SEPTE MBER 19,57 58 114- 20 ·--~ ........ ... , ! .. , 
